Stem Cell Research
	Scientists are always finding new things to help the human body to stay healthy or heal. Stem cell research is beginning to become a very popular and a successful way to achieve this goal. While not much is known about how successful it is, scientists are constantly learning more about it and finding ways to utilize the information.
What is Stem Cell Research?
Stem cells are cells that can be manipulated to be any cell in the body known as “blank cells”. In the body there are two different types of stem cells; pluripotent and multipotent stem cells. Pluripotent stem cells are “blank cells.” Pluripotent cells are by far more common as they are more easily manipulated; however, most of the debate surrounds these cells as they are found in embryos. The other type of cells, most commonly known as multipotent cells, are found in the umbilical cord in adults and babies. These cells, though helpful, are more limited. For example, a multipotent cell found in bone marrow could be used for red or white blood cells but could never be used for brain or skin cells.  Scientists believe that with this technology they can find cures to multiple diseases and perhaps reverse the injuries that cause individuals to be paralyzed. 
	Research in this area is most commonly directed at diabetes, cancers, and reparation of the major organs; however, the research field is growing. Researchers believe that by using pluripotent stem cells they can grow replacement cells or whole replacement organs, they also believe these cells could be used to cure spinal injuries in addition to the others I mentioned before. By using the cells in the spine, damaged tissues can be repaired and helped. In addition, these cells could be used to “patch” organs that don’t work correctly. Examples of these may be producing insulin in the pancreas or helping the immune system for those with diabetes. Researchers have also focused on the study of human development to determine why cells become cancerous or how diseases develop.  This helps them see why these things happen in the body and can help them figure out how to prevent diseases altogether. Stem cells can also be useful when testing new drugs, by testing drugs on the cells directly they can determine what the side effects of the medication are. Stem cell research has the potential to bring new treatment options to patients with Alzheimer's, Parkinson's disease, heart disease, burns, diabetes, and spinal cord injuries.
Benefits of Stem Cell Research
	In every aspect of science, there are inherent benefits; stem cell research is no exception. Benefits include the exploration of the human body, social and economic benefits, and use for aborted children. From exploring this topic, researchers are able to explore how the human body works and as a direct result are able to better find cures to the previously incurable diseases. The next major pro to this research are the social and economic benefits. By using this research to help those with cancer or with other diseases, the money provided through the government for medicare will be greatly decreased. By having fewer people rely on government funding for disability aid, or hospital care, not only will federal spending be cut, but we will have more able bodied citizens working in the workforce. Another pro to this would be the use of those children who parents have decided to have aborted, or still born babies. These embryos are generally “thrown away” or tossed after something goes wrong or after the decision to end the life has been taken, by using these embryo for research to cure people, we are putting these lives to good use. While many understand the benefits, many believe this research should not continue for it has too flaws. 

Cons to Stem Cell Research
	While many researchers claim to understand the process, they are unaware of the risks and whether or not a procedure will be successful. In addition to the unknown affects to the body and the unknown results that can occur, people also believe this practice to go against many religious beliefs. Many believe in the will of God and believe the when people mess with the traits that God has given someone they are interrupting the natural process that needs to happen. In addition there are also beliefs that the will of God is that someone has this disease, by fixing the issue we are “playing God” and perhaps ruining the body and sending it into the hands of the devil. In addition, many people believe that the abortion and the testing of a human embryo is not right and is ethically not acceptable. Many believe that abortion to save another life of someone is going against the natural laws of life and is morally incorrect. They also believe that by using aborted embryos or still born embryos, is not correctly honoring the life and is disrespectful to the embryo itself. Another con is that the success rate around the board is not consistent. Even though researchers are focusing on the pluripotent stem cells and attempting to make that more widely accepted, it is evident that these cells are not as successful. Researchers, however, are still focusing on the use of these cells in the procedures more than the others regardless of success rate. By focusing on this idea, researchers have gone way over their head in the possibilities. One major fault with the research is the impossible promises. Many researchers believe there is so much potential they may promises that aren’t reasonable. This gives unreasonable expectations for a very risky procedure and can cause economic and social riots. 

 
Conclusion
	Stem cell research is a science that is constantly evolving due to newly acquired information. Regardless of its flaws, stem cell research will continue to benefit others and become a more practiced science. 
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